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LIVE FROM NAHU! 

Among President Trump’s first acts was to issue an executive order to help 

ease the regulatory burden of the Affordable Care Act, placing healthcare 

reform at the top of the Trump Administration’s priorities.  For the first 

time since the ACA was passed, Republicans control the White House and 

both houses of Congress and are now moving forward on their plans to 

repeal and replace the healthcare law.   

 

Join NAHU CEO, Janet Trautwein, for this session of Live from NAHU!, 

which will review the actions proposed – and underway – by the Trump 

Administration and Congress.  What is the status of the “repeal and 

replace “effort?  What are the legislative priorities that NAHU is 

pursuing?   

Live from NAHU! 
 “100 Days In – The 
Outlook for Health 

Reform” 
Tuesday, April 11 

 

St. Mary’s  
 

1 HOUR CE  
Webinar begins at 11am  
Regsistration/Lunch 

meeting  
 

10:30 – 12:00 
 

Please consider contributing to the newsletter!  We would love to hear from 
you. 

Jill Ross Dear at: jdear@shepherdins.com  

Deadline for monthly submission is 2 weeks prior to meeting date. 
If you have any questions, please give me a call at 812-760-5455 or send an e-mail to 

jdear@shepherdins.com. 
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HUPAC CONTRIBUTORS 
CHRIS BARTHEL 

JANE BAXTER 

NATALIE BUNNELL 

CAROLYN BECK 

KEVIN BREWER 

TONY FLITTNER 

TOM GANT 

ROGER GARRETT  

JANE HAAG 

JILL ROSS DEAR 

KEN STEVENS 

STEVEN THEISING 

WHY ISN’T YOUR NAME HERE?? 

HUPAC - Did you know? 

HUPAC is here to reach members of Congress during their busy and hectic 
schedules on the Hill. A sample daily congressional schedule in D.C. includes four 
hours of call time, one to two hours of constituent visits, two hours of committee 
hearings/floor votes and one hour of strategic outreach, which includes 
breakfasts, meet and greets, press interviews, and event fundraising. Rarely do 
members of Congress even get a chance to grab a bite eat! HUPAC dollars allow 
us to meet with members of Congress in an intimate setting where we can 
advocate for the issues important to the lives of agents and brokers. 
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Senate Advances Trump’s Medicaid, Medicare Pick  
BY:  Jordan Carney 3/9/17 The Hill  

Make Your Voice Heard and Take Action! 
Please make sure you’re participating in Operation Shout or you can contact 

your legislators at the numbers below: 

Rep. Larry Bucshon can be reached at (202) 225-4636. 
Sen. Joe Donnelly can be reached at (202) 224-4814. 
Sen. Todd Young can be reached at (202) 225-5315. 

                                    

 

The Senate is advancing Seema Verma, President Trump’s nominee to lead the 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.   

 

Senators voted 54-44 Thursday on her nomination, which needed only a simple 

majority to overcome the initial procedural hurdle.  The Senate could take a final vote 

on Verma Friday night, but her confirmation is expected to be kecked to Monday.  If 

confirmed, Verma will be dropped into the GOP fight over how to repeal and replace 

the Affordable Care Act. 

 What happens to ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion is a key concern of a handful of Senate Republicans, who have 

warned they could vote against a repeal bill over the issue.  Verma could play a large roll in any attempt to reform 

either Medicare or Medicaid.  Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) predicted that she would be 

“invaluable” as lawmakers move forward on repealing and replacing ObamaCare.   

My hope is Ms. Verma will be able to focus more time and attention than her recent predecessors to the core 

functions of the agency,” he said.   

 

Democrats largely opposed Verma’s nomination after trying to unsuccessfully pin her down on a number of policy 

issues during her hearing, including if or how she would reform the programs.  

 

Democrats opposing her nomination said during the committee vote that she didn’t answer their questions about 

what she would do with the programs.   

 
NAHU IN FULL SWING 

 
Capital Conference was a huge success- over 
900 members. Many issues on health reform 
will start coming in rather quickly so please be 
on the lookout when those updates on the 
health reform start coming through. Watch for 
operation shouts and please respond quickly to 
these when they appear. This is a huge 
member value from NAHU that we are 
advocating on behalf of all agents AND 
consumers in the country.   
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NAHU Submits Comments on Market Stability Rule 
 

 

On Tuesday, NAHU submitted comments to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) on the proposed market 

stabilization rule that was released last month. Our comments reiterated our position on the importance of ensuring market 

stability to both the private individual and small-group markets, as well as improving health coverage affordability. In addition to 

commenting on the proposed changes to the open-enrollment period (OEP) and special enrollment period (SEP), NAHU also 

used this opportunity to again request that the administration exclude health insurance agent and broker commissions from the 

Medical Loss Ratio (MLR) calculation, which was not permitted by the Obama Administration. We also commented on 
permanently extending “Grandmothered” plan relief and changes to the age rating requirements. 

Open-Enrollment Period (OEP) 

• Noted issues with the overlap of the proposed OEP with the Medicare annual enrollment period and the OEP for many 
employer-sponsored plans that operate on a calendar-year basis.  

• Expressed concern with the ability for agents and brokers to provide adequate service in shorter and virtually 

simultaneous open-enrollment windows.  

• Requested early outreach and education for consumers on the OEP change and information on the support available 

from the agent and broker community.  

• Requested that in future years there should be three distinct open-enrollment windows.  

• Requested that state-based exchanges and all off-exchange individual-market issuers be required to align with the 

federal individual-market open-enrollment dates. 
Special Enrollment Period (SEP) 

• Suggested that CMS require the new verification standards and timeframe for state-based exchanges and individual-

market carriers offering products to consumers independent of the exchange marketplaces, in addition to the federally 

facilitated marketplace (FFM).  

• Supported the proposal to require appropriate documentation of SEP-qualifying status to be submitted by a consumer to 

the marketplace prior to the effectuation of coverage.  

• Supported the proposed 30-day timeframe for document submission.  

• Suggested clarification that all special-circumstance cases are to be routed through the appeals process, including 

individuals who cannot obtain official documentation and individuals whose ability to obtain the documents eclipsed the 

30 days allowed by the proposed rule.  

• Noted that the additional verification criteria of newly married couples is a different verification standard than what is used 

in the private individual market or employer-sponsored plans and requested consistency across markets.  

• Requested better verification standards on involuntary loss of eligibility for minimum essential coverage (MEC), such as if 

an individual who previously had access to group coverage through an employer but chose not to enroll, and then lost 

such eligibility mid-year due to a discontinuation of the employer group plan. 
Adjustment to the 90-Day Grace Period  

• Requested that CMS change the 90-day grace period for recipients of ATPCs to make past-due premium payments prior 

to their insurance being terminated to 30 days to reflect exiting state policies for other coverage, and to prevent the risk-

pool instability that results when individuals sign up for coverage, receive care and incur claims but do not ultimately 

make premium payments. 
Medical Loss Ratio (MLR) Calculation Changes 

• Requested that CMS allow for health insurance agent and broker commissions, as well as issuer fraud-prevention 
measures, be exempted from an issuer’s MLR calculation. 

Grandmothered Plans 

• Recommended that CMS formally state that the federal transition policy will remain in effect until further notice and will 

not be rescinded until ACA statutory improvements are signed into law and can be fully implemented. 
Age Rating Requirements 

• Requested administrative action to expand the current age rating bands of 3:1 in the individual and small-group markets.  

• Requested CMS to rescind planned changes to the age rating rules for children age 15 and older finalized in the Notice 
of Benefit and Payment Parameters for 2018 and instead maintain the existing age-rating structure for children.  

• Requested that CMS grant state-based age-rating variations to allow for the return of small-group composite rates and 
more state-based variations. 

2017 will be our time to make change happen!  Our NAHU staff and membership across the country, have been working 
with our industry alliances, legislators and policymakers.  Our work in Washington D.C. is focused on affecting change in 
healthcare policy that will benefit our agent members, health insurance carriers and clients.  It is also important to us to not 
adversely affect the stability of the health insurance market.  The next few years will be our BEST chance to make 
POSITIVE changes to healthcare policy that had been set over the last eight years.  The association is focused on being a 
resource for all our member agents and carrier reps so that they can be at the top of their game when consulting with their 
clients.  Today is an exciting time to be a member of NAHU!   

Members Matter – by Jane Haag  
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April 11 – Janet Trautwein Webinar 

St. Mary’s Medical Center 

June 15 – Janet Trautwein Webinar 

Location TBD 

June 22 – Tour Deaconess Hospice Center 

Deaconess Downtown Campus 

August – Rusty Pontenberg – H.S.A. Update 

Date and Location TBD 

September 14 – Golf Outing  

Eagle Valley Golf Course 

 

Calendar of Events 
By: Brenda Rehl, Program/Education Chair Meetings 

By: Brenda Rehl, Program/Education Chair 

We are always open to suggestions for 
speakers and new locations.  We strive to 
provide our members with relevant and timely 
information to better advise our clients.  If 
you have any suggestions for meetings please 
call or email me at 812.422.4000 or 
Brenda.rehl@nfp.com 
 

 

2016-2017 Board 
 

President – Tom Gant Legislative – Kevin Brewer HUPAC Chair – Roger Garrett 
812.474.2141 x3206 812.469.7571 812.477.7100 x219 
tgant@schultheis.net Kevin.brewer@anthem.com R_garrett@insbusplan.com 
President Elect – Tina Hazelip Membership – Jane Haag Communications – Jill Ross Dear 
812.450.2138 812.477.7100 x203 812.473.5100 
Tina.hazelip@deaconess.com jhaag@evansville.net jdear@shepherdins.com 
Secretary – Jane Baxter Mbr Retention – Tina Hazelip Awards Chair – Carolyn Beck 
812.490.7262 812.450.2138 812.759.7413 
jbaxter@tbsllc.net Tina.hazelip@deaconess.com Carolyn.beck@siho.org 
Treasurer/Golf Chair – Chris Barthel Programs/Education – Brenda Rehl Media Chair – Natalie Bunnell 
812.386.7727 812.422.4000 812.468.0374 
chris@thebarthelagency.com brenda.rehl@nfp.com Natalie.bunnell@oldnational.com 

 
Association financials available upon request; please contact our Treasurer, Chris Barthel 

 
 

 
 

MARCH MADNESS MEMBERSHIP – Jane Haag 
Beginning March 14h, we are having a March Madness Contest.  Any NEW members who join will 
receive $50 off their National Dues!  This is a great opportunity to grow our membership.  This 
applies to new members only, not reinstated or previous members who rejoin.  See attached flyer 
and start recruiting.   
 
ARE YOU IN?  - Jane Haag 
Would you like to give a testimonial regarding why you are a member of NAHU?  NAHU is asking 
chapters to have their membership send them testimonials.  I am attaching a testimonial form 
that you can complete and return to jhaag@evansville.net.  I will forward these to NAHU for you.  
 

 

Welcome New Members 
CORRECTION 

Matthew Frankic – not Frankie 
 

Roger Garrett was invited by 
Janet Trautwein to serve on 
an advisory board due to his 
expertise in the Medicare 
arena.  He was just appointed 
and approved by Dwayne 
McFerrin, Chairman of the 
Medicare Working Group, as 
the Region 3 Representative. 
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